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Carver Aero Finalizes Acquisition of Advanced Air
FBO, Flight Training and MRO in Council Bluffs

From — Carver Aero

Mar 17th, 2021

On March 16, Carver Aero announced it has finalized the acquisition of fixed-base
operator Advanced Air Inc., in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Lisa LaMantia, president of Advanced Air, will take on a new role at Carver Aero where
she will oversee all flight school operations of the company’s rapidly expanding aviation
network services throughout the Midwest. Carver Aero currently operates FBOs in
Muscatine and Davenport, Iowa, and is in the process of expanding into Illinois,
Nebraska and Wisconsin.

The 50 employees of Advanced Air have been offered similar positions with Carver
Aero. Advanced Air has more than 100 students who are enrolled in the University of
Nebraska-Omaha flight program, and Carver Aero plans to expand the program further.

In addition, Advanced Air has 18 hangars, aircraft maintenance and avionics services,
computer testing, fuel and line services and offers insurance approved training.

“We are thankful for the welcome from the city of Council Bluffs and the trust of the
Airport Authority to operate the FBO and MRO and to contribute to the growth of the
airport and the community,” said Peter Limberger, chairman of Carver Aero, and co-
founder of CL Enterprises, the family holding company for Carver Aero.

The move to Council Bluffs is the first initiative in Carver Aero’s expansion in the
Midwest. “We want to continue providing specialty services for those passionate about
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or having shared ownership in an aircraft, or even learning to fly after a lifetime of
dreaming about it,” said Carver Aero CEO Guy Lieser. “We want to bring that nostalgic
sense of wonder back to community airports, even make them again the place where
families come to enjoy watching planes take off and land,” said Lieser. “We also believe
airports should be huge contributors to the local economy, and we are looking forward
of becoming a part of the local and regional economic development efforts.

“My dad (Dan Smith) came to this airport in 1992 with the dream of it being an
economic hub for the community and the region,” said his daughter LaMantia. “With
the acquisition by Carver Aero, his legacy and dreams of economic development at this
airfield will continue.

To that end, Carver Aero intends to explore further capital investment that includes
expanding aircraft storage to accommodate mid- to large-sized turbine aircraft as well
as the construction of a new Executive Air Terminal.

Carver Aero sees a growing need to serve business customers and families who no
longer want the hassle of commercial airlines, TSA and the stress it involves. “We are
seeing an increase in interest in pilot training and business/general aviation charter
services, partly because of COVID-19, but also because people want to fly out of their
local airport on their own schedule, with their team of business executives or their
family and pets and land at an airport near their destination,” said Lieser.

“Carver proposes investing in facilities and infrastructure to enable growth on the
airfield,” said Andy Biller, executive director, Council Bluffs Airport Authority. “The
company has already acquired aircraft to add to the Advanced Air’s existing fleet. We
anticipate significant, sustainable growth in the general aviation industry for
Southwestern lowa and Carver Aero is eager to pursue all viable opportunities.”

Carver Aero’s expansion plans in Council Bluffs also include working closely with lowa
Western Community College’s Aviation Technical Program, which is located on the
airfield. “In all our businesses, we offer unique apprenticeship and scholarship
programs and we are introducing the same concepts for students who have an interest
in engine maintenance, avionics and other technical aviation programs that lead to
better paying careers,” said Inga Carus, co-founder of CL Enterprises. “As Lisa
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hiring additional pilots and flight instructors!’

i

Email address

Ramp Operations Training

A Plan for the Unexpected

Todd Thomas Mar 18th, 2021

FBOs & Tenants
Granite Air Center Achieves Carbon Neutrality

Granite Air Center Mar 17th, 2021

FBOs & Tenants

Krimson Aviation Bolsters Management Team to Support Aviation Growth in
Africa, Three New Positions Created

Krimson Mar 16th, 2021

Airlines
CommutAir Expands at Albany Airport
Mar 16th, 2021

FBOs & Tenants
AviationPros Podcast: The Big Game Plan

Mar 10th, 2021

https://www.aviationpros.com/fbos-tenants/press-release/21214691/carver-aero-carver-aero-finalizes-acquisition-of-advanced-air-fbo-flight-training-an... ~ 3/8



3/18/2021 Carver Aero Finalizes Acquisition of Advanced Air FBO, Flight Training and MRO in Council Bluffs | Aviation Pros

PROS
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Michael Lawrence Promoted to General Manager at Premier Jet Center

Premier Jet Center Mar 10th, 2021

Business & General Aviation
Jet Linx Appoints Luxury Hospitality Executive Christof Pignet As Vice President Of Client
Experience

Jet Linx Aviation Mar 10th, 2021
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Mar 9th, 2021
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Chapman Freeborn Mar 8th, 2021
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Keystone Aviation Renews WYVERN Wingman Certification

The WYVERN Wingman Standard provides a safety benchmark that allows air charter customers to assess
performance expectations against recognized industry best operating practices before purchasing air charter
services.

Keystone Aviation Mar 8th, 2021

Trade Associations & Events
NBAA Welcomes Senate Passage of COVID-Relief Bill

Under the bill, the Payroll Support Program (PSP) for air carriers and general aviation commercial operators would
receive $14 billion, plus another S1 billion for qualifying contractors.

National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) Mar 8th, 2021
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FBOs & Tenants
Jet Linx Aviation Opens New Private Terminal in San Antonio

The new facilities for the Jet Linx San Antonio Base location, which first opened in 2011, follows a series of recent

growth and expansion initiatives, including the grand opening of Jet Linx Minneapolis.

Jet Linx Aviation Mar 4th, 2021
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BBGA Honors Patrick Margetson-Rushmore with its Michael Wheatley Award

British Business and General Aviation Association (BBGA) Mar 4th, 2021
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FBOs & Tenants
Avfuel-Branded FBO, Koury Aviation, Becomes First Eastern FBO to Sell SAF to General Traffic

Avfuel Corporation’s delivery of Sustainable Aviation Fuel to Koury Aviation on March 3, makes it the first FBO on
the Eastern Seaboard to provide SAF for resale to the general aviation consumer.

Avfuel Corp. Mar 4th, 2021

Fueling Equipment & Accessories

Frying High: PTI Company First on East Coast to Sell Fuel Made from Cooking Oil

Mar 4th, 2021
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Duncan Aviation to Locate Satellite Repair Station within New Chantilly Air DC Facility

Duncan Aviation Mar 2nd, 2021

Business & General Aviation

Bolen Highlights Business Aviation’s Critical COVID-19 Role Before House Lawmakers

National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) Mar 2nd, 2021

FBOs & Tenants
Hawthorne Global Aviation Appoints Board Chairman and New Members

Hawthorne Global Aviation Services Mar 2nd, 2021

FBOs & Tenants
Titan Aviation Fuels Rebrands its FBO Network

Titan Aviation Fuels Inc. Mar 1st, 2021
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