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Capital Costs:
• Corridor $147 million
• Illinois using state funding to implement 

service
• Iowa portion costs: Dubuque station and 

layover facility.  Costs to be determined.

Operating Costs:
• Corridor $3.2 million 

annually (shared with 
Illinois)

• Iowa portion $ 550,000 
annually

Route Characteristics
One ro nd trip per da

Chicago to Dubuque

• One round trip per day 
• Maximum 79 mph
• Each train carries 120-150 passengers
• Total route 182.2 miles
• Travel time is approximately 5 hours 10 pp y

minutes
• New station at Dubuque
• 82,700 riders per year March 21, 2011





    

Office of the Mayor 
City Hall 
50 West 13th Street 
Dubuque, IA  52001-4864 
www.cityofdubuque.org 

       March 9, 2011 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
The Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 

Re:  Commitment for Amtrak operating funds 
 
Dear Ms. Richardson: 
 
On behalf of the City of Dubuque, the Dubuque County Boa rd of Supervisors, and  local governments 
of DMATS, please accept this letter  as a pledge of our collective commitment to provide a portion of 
the required operating funding needed for the proposed Chicago to Dubuque Passenger Rail Project. 
 
We are aware the Illin ois Department of Transportation has committed $60 million i n the Illinois State 
budget to reconstruct intercity passenger rail service from Chicago to Dubuque. The City of Dubuque, 
Dubuque County, the Dubuque Metropolitan Ar ea Transportation Study, the Dubuq ue Area Chamber 
of Commerce, local colleges, University of Wiscons in-Platteville, and ne arly 30,000  tri-state citizens 
and organizations have indicated their support for the return of passenger rail to Iowa on the Chicago-
Dubuque route. 
 
This project will allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service, as documented in 
the State’s Rail Plan, the State Transportation Plan, and the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative. The 
completion of this project will also achieve one of the ten Envision 2010 goals - the return of 
passenger rail to Dubuque. For the past 10 years, one of the top 5 goals of the City Council has been 
Improved Connectivity. In 2010, under the City’s Management Agenda, support of Passenger Rail 
was listed as a High Priority. 
 
It is our understanding that Governor Branstad has requested there be a local financial commitment to 
the ongoing operation costs for the passenger rail service p roject in order for the project to pro ceed. 
Please accept this letter as a de monstration of our com mitment to the financin g proposal th at was 
outlined by the Iowa Department o f Transportation wherein the local govern ments were asked to 
provide 50% of the subsidy cost  for the Chicago-Dubuque route. We are prepared to meet this 
financial commitment. This commitment is being made several years before the actual passen ger rail 
service (FY2014) will be implemented. 
 
We government entitie s, the City  of Dubuqu e, Dubuque County, and the lo cal governme nts of 
Dubuque County will invest in the operation of the passenger rail service to Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 Roy D. Buol 
 Mayor 

RDB:tg 






