
Contract Documents

Definitions
Proposal
Addendum
Contract
Project Plans
Standard Specifications
Standard Road Plans



Contract
(Also Contract Documents)

The written agreement 
between the Contracting 
Authority and the Contractor…

Cowboy rules for life:    Every path has a 
few puddles



1104.01 INTENT OF PLANS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS

The intent of the plans and 
specifications is to provide for 
the construction and 
completion of every detail of 
the work…



1105.04 CONFORMITY WITH AND 
COORDINATION OF THE 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
In case of a discrepancy between contents of the contract 
documents, the following items listed by descending order shall 
prevail (document hierarchy):

1. Addendum 
2. Proposal Form 
3. Special Provision 
4. Plans
5. Standard Bridge Plans, Standard Culvert Plans, 

and Standard Road Plans
6. Developmental Specifications 
7. Supplemental Specifications 
8. General Supplemental Specifications
9. Standard Specifications
10. Materials I.M.
11. Notice to Bidders



 https://www.iowadot.gov/contracts

How to get a copy of the 
Notice to Bidders



How to get a copy of the 
Notice to Bidders



How to get a Notice to 
Bidders from a Past Letting



How to get a Notice to 
Bidders from a Past Letting



How to get a copy of the 
Notice to Bidders



How to get a copy of the Notice to Bidders

Click on the “Notice to Bidders”



How to get a copy of the Notice to Bidders
It will ask you 

“Do you want to Open or Save”, 
Click Open



How to get a copy of the Notice to Bidders
The Notice to Bidders will open in Adobe Acrobat





1105.04 CONFORMITY WITH AND 
COORDINATION OF THE 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
In case of a discrepancy between contents of the contract 
documents, the following items listed by descending order shall 
prevail (document hierarchy):

1. Addendum 
2. Proposal Form 
3. Special Provision 
4. Plans
5. Standard Bridge Plans, Standard Culvert Plans, 

and Standard Road Plans
6. Developmental Specifications 
7. Supplemental Specifications 
8. General Supplemental Specifications
9. Standard Specifications
10. Materials I.M.
11. Notice to Bidders

6. Developmental Specifications 
7. Supplemental Specifications
8. General Supplemental Specifications
9. Standard Specifications



STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS

 Covers all aspects of highway and bridge 
construction.

 Made up of 9 Divisions and 238 Sections.
 Apply to all work let by the Department.
 Most recent edition was published in Fall of 

2015 (along with GS-15001).
 Currently planned to issue every 3 years
 This will be the last printed edition.



The Standard Specifications are 
set up in a numbered order 

of Divisions as follows:
•Division 11.  General Requirements and Covenants.
•Division 20.  Equipment Requirements.
•Division 21.  Earthwork, Subgrades, and Subbases.
•Division 22.  Base Courses.
•Division 23.  Surface Courses.
•Division 24.  Structures.
•Division 25.  Incidental Construction.
•Division 26.  Roadside  Development.
•Division 41.  Construction Materials.



STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS

 XXXX.04  METHOD OF MEASUREMENT
– The Method of Measurement for each individual 

item in every section will always end in .04.
 XXXX.05  BASIS OF PAYMENT

– The Basis of Payment for each individual item in 
every section will always end in .05.

 The first four numbers in the item number for each item on the 
Contract will be the specification number and the Method of 
Measurement and Basis of Payment for each item will always be 
those four digits with the extensions of .04 and .05.



2599 Items

 Items with an Item Code starting with 
“2599” are not included in the Standard 
Specifications.  



2599 Items

 To determine the Method of Measurement 
and Basis of Payment for those items you 
may have to look in a different type of 
Specification.
– Developmental Specification
– Special Provision
– Change Order if the item was not on the original 

Contract



GENERAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
SPECIFICATIONS (GS)

 Revisions to the Standard Specifications 
submitted and approved by members of 
the Iowa DOT Specification Committee.

 Apply to all work let by the Department.
 Issued every 6 months in April & October.
 Sent out free to subscribers.
 Also available on ERL and website.



Electronic Reference Library 
(ERL)



Electronic Reference Library 
(ERL)



To Find Standard Specifications 
for a Previous ERL Version



Electronic 
Reference 

Library 
(ERL)



SUPPLEMENTAL 
SPECIFICATIONS (SS)
 Issued as needed to cover work not in the 

Standard Specifications.
 Approved by DOT Specification Committee.
 Assigned to specific projects as required.
 Established work types and methods.
 Typically the last step before inclusion in 

the Standard Specifications.
 Available on DOT website and ERL.



DEVELOPMENTAL 
SPECIFICATIONS (DS)
 Similar to a Supplemental Specification, 

but less established.
 Approved by DOT Specification Committee.
 Assigned to specific projects as required.
 Typically include a controller (listed on the 

website) who is notified and approves 
each time the DS is used.

 Available on DOT website.



1105.04 CONFORMITY WITH AND 
COORDINATION OF THE 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
In case of a discrepancy between contents of the contract 
documents, the following items listed by descending order shall 
prevail (document hierarchy):

1. Addendum 
2. Proposal Form 
3. Special Provision 
4. Plans
5. Standard Bridge Plans, Standard Culvert Plans, 

and Standard Road Plans
6. Developmental Specifications 
7. Supplemental Specifications 
8. General Supplemental Specifications
9. Standard Specifications
10. Materials I.M.
11. Notice to Bidders



SPECIAL PROVISIONS (SP)

 Project specific.
 Address an individual item of work not 

covered by other DOT specifications.
 Can become a Developmental Specification 

if used multiple times over a period of 
time.

 Not approved by Specification Committee.
 Issued with proposal.
 Previous SP’s available on DOT website.


